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PREACHED 
At the Funeral of the 
Re: HONORABLE 


- JOHN Earl of ROCHESTER. 


Who died at Woodflock-Park, July 26.1680, and Was 
|-Butzed at Spilsbury in Gixfor d-ſbire, Aug. 9. 
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Robart Parſons M.A. Chaplain to the Right Honorable 
_. Teqptaſe-Dmager of ROCHESTER. | 
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meaner Fh this Performance than T ms 
for -befides the great hurry and d 

der ba nk bf: s of ſuch a Pat 
my Lord, 1'am clently. ronſcious = | 
am t0 appear tn pectally a1 
and great The $7 Lord 7 
Commands brought me tb the Pulpit, tale Ours 0 
have brought me to the Preſs, {4 far \ 
| hope, whatever u I the own ng Dt 
lh meet with abr all always fin 
your Ladiſhips Blum ; and *y oo beca | 
.y0u cany both of you, Uurpely atteſt the truth 0 
of the remarkable Occurrences that 1 have & 7 
notice of during his Lordſhips Penitential ficki 
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Eſa ſa with yin; tha Lkewiſejy fu beim bewves woer nh © 
- "Sinner that repenteth, "more than over ninety end nine 
=o py: that oy no art 119.3 2116 £2250 
5 1 z 
F ever there were a ſubje&t char dns deſerve and ,: 
; exhauſtall the treaſures of Religious Eloquence ih : 
> the deſcription of ſo great a Man, and ſo great 4 © 
Sinner asnow lies before us 3 together with che worjs * 
ders of the Divine goodneſs, in making him as great | 
a'Penitent; 1 think the preſent occafion-affords: one 
. asremarkableas any:-place or age can produce; © ©1173 
|: Indeed ſo'/great and full a matter it is, that-tiszos © 
big to:come out of my mouth, and perhaps not all of © 
it fic or necdfal ſo ro do. The greatnels of his Pages * 
are wellenongh known, and: of his Sins too well in x Fl 
' - world; and neither my Capacity, nor er 
| my Profeſſion will allow me to. be ſo proper 
either of: the one or the other. | "Only as' 5od b' has 
| been' pleaſed 'ro make me along while fd - 
Spettator, arid a ſecret Mourner for his Sins ; ſo Jae 
he at. Jaft gncienty heard the prayers' of his neareſF* 
Relations; and true my for his” Converſion. © 
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ha Repentance : 4 tis the good ciogs of that 
\. eſpecially, what God has donerfor his Soul, that Iam 
© now to publiſÞ and tell abroad to the world. not only 
© bythe obligations-6f wite Office;'\imwhich E:had the 
- hanour.to bea weak Miniſter-to i, buy by: his own EX- 

© preſs and dying Commands: - 
4 © Now altho, to deſcribe this workily] ; "_o_ -Y 
M0 quirea Wit <qual to that with which he lived;, anda 
+ *Deyotion t00, equal to that with which he died, -and 
;, - xo match; either will be a very hard tagkiz- yer befides 
© that-I annot ſufficient for theſe things, (Cor: whois? 
| and that: my thoughts have been rather privately bu- 
- fied to ſecyre a real repentance to; himſelf, whilſt living, 
- than to publiſh it abroad: to-others in artificial dreſs : 
be © aberhe-i is dead ; Lay, beſides all this, 1 think T ſhall 
Tag leſs need to callin the aids of ſecular Eloquence. 
- The proper habit of Repentance is not fine [Linnen, or 
.- ariy delicate Array, ſuch as are uſed inthe Court, or 
FE Jinge Houſes, but Sack-cloth and Aſhes: And the | » 
mL God Almighty takes to convey-it, is not by | 
© the words of . mans wiſdome, but by the: plairineſs of his 
_ Word, afliſted by the inward power and de- 
L þ abpfiretion of the Spirit: and the eftefts it works, and 
by which it diſcoyers-it-ſelf, are not any raptures of 
iS i itand- fancy, burthe molt LD Os both 
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of fontand foirie; and > wr AY all humane 4 imas: 
ginationsto the! onedjaoee of a deſpiſed Religion, and 4 
a erucified Saviour; 23% 
And tisin thisarray _ to. bring out -th feninnd F 
ro you; anarray which I am ſure he more'valued, and; ? 
defired toappear in,both to God and the World; than: - 
in.all the triumphs of Wit and Gallantry, And there- 
fore (waving all theſe Rhetorical flouriſhes, as bepeath: ; 
the Solemnity of the occafion, and the majeſty of ;that'» : 
great and weighty Truth I am now to deliver) 1 ſhah, - 
content my. ſelf wich the office: of a plain Hiſtorian,, to; * 
relate faithfully and impartially what I ſaw and heard; © 
eſpecially during his Penitential ſorrows ; which if 2 
all that hear me this day had - been (| oeftators of, Chery, ; 
would then have been no need ofa Sermon to' canes. ** 
vince men, but every man would have been as much- . 
a Preacher to himſelf of this Trath,as I am,except theſe; 
forrows: And yet even theſe Sorrows ſhould be turn'd! © 
into Joys too, if we would only do what-we Pray for; 
that the - will of God may be done in earth, as it is in bea- 
ven: for ſo.our Bleſſed. Lord afſures us; 1 ſay unt@ yOu! 
that likewiſe yoy ſball be in heaven over one þ inner thats 
penteth, &c,. "From which I ſhall conſider, "» 
I...The Sinner particularly that; is before ns., - nh 
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| ences the time, al all probable ſincerity of it. 
4. The joy that is in Heaven, ''and ſhould be-0 on 
F Earth, for the Repentance of chis Stmerc-© 3570121719 6 
1/4. The comparative greatneſs and preeminence of 
- this joy, on the account of his Example, that is, and 
; ſhould befor the Repentance of this Sinner,'more than 
- forthe conſtant and uniform virtuouſneſs of any good 
| tiber; 5-which will naturally lead me tomy. 
- Fifth and laſt particular, to a ſpeciall addreſs or 
$559 to all that hear -me ; that they would all 
joyn in' this joy, - in praiſe and chavkſgivingts to God 
for the converſion of this Sinner ; and if there be any 
- that have been like him i in their fins, that they would: 
b. "Aſo ſpeedily imitare him in their repentain6e!' 
"nd x. let us conſider the Perſon before! us,a5 he cer- 
b: was, a great Sinner. But becauſe man was upright 
- before he was a finner, and to meaſurethe greatneſs of 
Kor, it will/be neee{fary to take a view of that height” 
2 Y >m wich he fell; give me leave to go back a little 
$look into the rock from which he was hewn, the 
£tge Fam'lie; Education, and: Perfoital Accom- 
| plitoven of this Great man. bn 664 of which 
.. Tink no man will charge me KC way - ic of ca-: 
- {pres vr + krynr Hh or the only 
> of his 
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folly, in the perverting fo many cxniliten abilities and C. 
advantages for virtwe and piety in the ſevvice of fin, 
and ſo becoming a more univerſal, infinuating;' and *% 
prevailing example of ir. A 

Asfor his Family,” on both fides, from which'he 
was deſcended, they were fome of the moſt famons'in © 
their generations. His Grandfather wis thatexcels - 
tent and truly great man, Charks Lord Wilmot, Vif- * 
count Athlone in Ireland.” Henry his Father, who 'tn- 
herited the ſame Title and Greatneſs, was by his late 
Majeſty King CHARLES the I. created Baron of Ad- 
derbury in Oxfordſbire, and by his preſent Majeſty Earl 
of Rochefer. "He was a man of fignal Loyalty arid Fntes 
2 grity 'indeed; "and of ſuch Courage and Condad in 
Military affairs as became a great General, But 'my *? 
endeavours of this kind are ſuperſeded, tho I had ph 3 
by my wantof abilities ro declare it worthily , as wall 
as by the notoriety of theſe ſeverals; and that perſon .. 
wauſt be very ignorant of the late Tranſa&ions in the =: 
three Kingdoms, and the misfortunes of our preſent 3 
King, who underſtands not the ſervice and value of 
that eminent Subje&. His Mother (of whom 1 might ; 
ſpeak great and worthy things, were it not that avoid © 
theimputation of flarcery) was the Reli& & 3g ths 
s-Henry Lee of Ditchly in the County of __; 
Mi . | B 3 . A Frone, 
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coins; -to the preſent. Righe Haonotrabla 
© Rarbof Liechfield;, and the Daughter of that Generous 
and Honourable Gentleman Sir.Zobn St. Zobns of Lyddi- 
> ardin the County of Wilts Baronet, whoſe F amily was 
= foremarkable for loyalty, that ſeyeral of his Sons wil- 
- lingly offer'd chemſclves in the day of battel, and died 
1 forit ;-and- whilſt, the memory of the Engliſþ os Triſb 
- Rebellion laſts, that Family cannor want a due vene- 
_ Tationin the minds of any perſon chi loves either God 
or. the King... 
\.: As for his + wnirraly it was in Wadbom College i in 
Oxford, under the care'of that wiſe and excellent Go- 
yernpur Dr.;Blanford,. the late Right Reverend Biſhop 
2 af Worceiter ; there it-was that he laid a good founda- 
| tion of learning and ſtudy, though he afterwards buile 
> upon that foundation. hay and :ſtabble. There he firſt 
$ 'd. from the breaſts of his Mother the Univerſity 
" thoſe perfeftions of Wit, and Eloquence,-and Poetry, 
- which afterwards by his own corrupt ſtomach , or 
J - fameill juices after, were: turn'd into- poiſon to x59, 
* felfand. others :: which certainly can be, no more: a 
3 - blemiſh to thoſe llluſtrious Seminaries of Piety and 
- good Learning, than a diſobedient Child is to a wiſe 
- and. virtuous Father, 'or the fall of Man to mm excel- 
© a it Paradiſe. . 
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+0lth-uakeyt Gali wor ngerr AA. 
- much of what” was 'excellent and "extraordinary if 
this' great Perfori;; that Thave no rod Sr any thing 2 
that's commons hiv? with others. -* 13768 

- A Withe had! fo rate and fruitful [Y Ks AUvenca! I 
and withalbſe choice and delicate in es Jolene 3 
there is nothing wanting! it Fis Compoſares to þivea _ 
fulbanſwer to that queſtion,” whatand where Its? ; 
except the purity ind choice of ſabjef. For had ſuch $ 
excellent ſeeds but fallen npon good ground, and in- -. 
ſtead oÞpitching upon a Beaſt'or\a Liſt, beet raiſed 
up or-high, | to celebrate” the "myſteries of the Divine | 
| Love, inPſalms, and Hymns, and Spirtual ſongs; F pers | 
ſwade: my ſelf we niight by -chis time have receiv] : 
from higPen/as excellent” art Tdea of Divine* Poatry, 
under the Goſpel, nſeful to the teaching of Virtue, 
hoecialy inthis generation, as his profane Verſes have 


been rto-deftroy 1 it; And T am confident,-' had God 4 
fpared him a longer life; this would have been ' the 
whole buſineſs of it, as I know it was the vow and PR | 
pole of his Sickneſs, 

His naturil talent was icellzis; bar he hid hugely . 
improved it by Learning and Induſtry, og. 3; 
ly acquainted with all Claflick Authors, both Gree 
_y_ Latin; a thing very rare, if not peenkio Wis 2 
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may TAG rapmarugy pi ea 

-oghiex iPoets have dane, - to. trandlate- of ſteal from 

them bus rather to: better, and improve them by-his 

©. own natural fancy. .- And. Whoever reads his Campo- 

- ſures will find all [chings in them ſo peculiarly Grear, . 
” News and Excellent, that he will cafily pronounce, . 

” That be he: has-lens:20; many: others, yet he has bor- 
off f none 4, and. that, he; bas been as far from a 
- - ſordid. imicationof thoſe before him,as he will befrom | 

+ being,reach'd by, choſe. that follow him, |. | 
- bsHis ocher perſopal accompliſhments in-all the per- 
ions afiz Gentleman for. the Court or the Country, 
whereof he was known by all men to be. a very great 
” Maſter, is no part of my. buſineſs to deſcribe or under- 
| end: and; whateves they. were in themſelves, Lam . 

ure they were; bue-milerable Comforters to him, fince 
| they only miniſter'd to his ſins, and made his example 
| omnen fatal -.aad dangerous ;, for ſo we may own, 


” (may Lam obliged; by þim! pot to hide, but to ſhew the 
* rocks; \ which others may. avoid) that he was once ohe 


* of the greateſt of Sinners. 
5 an; truly none bug, onc o great in parts could be 
aathe. chiefcft, of the Angels for knowledge and 
Jbecame- moſt dangerous. His Sins were like 
bi (90s from chem-corrupted they ſprang;) all 
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gry ye 2 #027 ji 
of then highand extraordinary, '-He Teem'd wateld 7 
ſomerhing fingular and paradoxical 'in' his Impieties, "io 
as well as in his Writings, 'abovethe' reach and thonghe © 
of other men ; "taking as mach pains to draw others 
in, and to pervert the right ways of Virtue, as the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Saints, 2 ave their own ſouls; 
and thenr that beard them. For chis was the! height- 
ning and amazing circumſtance of his ſins, "that he 
was ſo diligent and induſtrious to. recommend and © 
propagate them ; not like thoſe of old that 4ated rhe  * 
light, but thoſe che Prophet tuentions, /ſaiab 3. 9. who 
declare their fin as Sodom, and hide it not, that take it 
pon their ſboulders, and bind it to them-as « Crows 1 
framing Arguments for'Sin, amaking Profelyres'ts ir, 
and writing Panegyricks upon Vice ; finging Praiſes 
to the great Enemy of God, and caſting down Corg- 
nets and Crowns before his Throne, o 
Nay fo confirm'd was he in Sin, that he lived; and 
oftentimes almoſt died, a Martyr for it; * God' was 
pleaſed ſometimesto puniſh him with * the effefs' of 
his folly, yer till row Che confefſed) rhey bad nlopower 
to melt him into "true Repentance ; or if at any time* 
had ſome lucid intervals from his folly an 


d- adneſs, 
yet (alas):how ſhort and tranſitory” were: all.- 3 
that goodneſs was but as 4 mornin} cloud, and f 
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rec cd away; he: ftill return'd t6/ the ſame 
exceſs of riot, and that with ſo' mach che. more: gree- 
5 p Whol, the longer he had faſted from it. 

”  ,:-And yet even this deſperate Sinner, that one would 
A think had made acovenant withDeath,and was at an agree« 
_ ment with Hell, and juſt upon'the brink of them both ; 
 God;to magnifie theriches of his grace and mercy,was 
pleaſed to-ſnatch' as a:brand ont of the fire. As St. 
Pau!, tho before a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and injurious, 
- yet obtein'd merty', that in bim Chrift 7eſus:: might foew 
F. forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to theni that ſSould 
hereafter believe on him to everlaſting life. 1 Tim. 1. 
” 13.16, ſo God'ftruck.him to.the ground \ as it were 
by alight from heaven, and @ voice of thunder round 
” abouthim,  Inſomuch that now the ſcales fall-from 
his eyes, as they. did from St. Pauls; his ſtony hearc 
was open'd, and ſtreams of tears guſhr out,: the bitter 
buc wholfome tears of true Repentance. 

 _ -;And that this may appear to be ſo, I think it neceſ[- 
by $7.00555UMt for theſe three things. 

+444 For.the means of it; that it was'not barely the 
- effctof Sickneſs; or the fear of Death; butthe hand of 
WE Godalſeworkingi in them and by them manifeltly. 


the rime-of it; that though it was a Death-/ 
e, and therefore fall. of danger, and the 


utmoſt 


" theR; | of Rvcheſter's Fanerel, 


nor abſolutely deſperate. 


3: For: the ſincerityof it : that what was thus Wy q 
fible. to be good"and true, probably was ſo; which 7 
though none but God that ſees the heart,'can tell cer= 5 
tainly, yet manevenalſo may and ought.to believeity - 3 
not only.in chejudgment of Charity, but of moral Jii- © 


ſtice, from all evident figns of it', which were pelreny 
to be given by one in his condition: 

And- firſt for the' Means or method of it.. . That 
which prepared. the way-for it was a ſharp aqd pains 
ful Sickneſs, with which God was pleaſed to vifit him 
the way which the Almighty often takes to rtduce the 
wandring Sinner'to the knowledge of God and of himy 
felf : 1 will be unto Ephraimasa Lion , and as a yours 
Lion unto the boiſe of Fudah I even I vill tear and go 
away, and. none: fball relieve him; 1-will go and returs 


10 my place, till they acknowledge their offence, - and ſeek. 


my face; and in their 'affiiftion they wall feek me early, 
Hi 5-14, 15, 

'\And tho toforſake 'our fins then, when Wecan. no 
longer enjoy them, ſeems to. be rather the effe&t of im« 


potency and neceſbty, than of choice, and;ſo not ſo ' J 


acceptable or praife-worthy ; yer we find/Qod. Al- 


mighty nies the one to bring about the other; and. : 
Dd es im- _ 


f z 7 " | 
atmoſt hazard > yet was it not' impoſſible ro be on = 
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jing and true deteſtation-of it; * of which 1 ſhall 
on X two noted | inftances; '-The firſt our of the Old 
" #etament, in-that famous cafe of Manaſſeh, 3 Chron, 
” 33 (the neareſt paralle} that I can find, both to the Sin, 
E ' (and Repentance of the Perſon now beforewus,) when be 
" did that which was evil in the ſipht of the Lord, | more" than 
+ "all thefingsof Fudab brfore him, © and bad made Judah 
* "andall the inhgltants of Feruſaltmeitorerve,” ann: do worſe 
—- the HeatBen whom the.. E61d had: Aeftroyed before 
” them; yet we ſee God made” uſe even of this way to 
. - reduce him to'true Repentance, for we'read 'atthe 11, 
Z v/ofthisChaprer t Wherefore the Lordbroug ht upon thene 
mh thts hoſt of the King of Mﬀpris, which took 
4 mong the thorns; "ant" hound him with fetters, 
andrnr18. bigs Babylon it follows in" the nexc 
verſe; \When be was in afifiton he beſought tbe Lord his 


fathers, andprayed und him.ynul beans entreated of him, 
and heard Bis ſupplication, Aibhroug ht him apain to Zeru- 
falem; and unto bis Kingdom 3,1 Ki, Ma knew that 
the Lord win God) vitg.” and "the trath ofihis Repen- 
ore tho occaſioned firſt by his aMiRion, © #þpeared 
aKerwards 'by-rhe following reformition: which on 

- Ln for he my the Arange*Gidgy/ v. #5 oO 
3 Þ «1191 © -oiny 
vw. TEEN | 


abou idthdrabitinency Horm: Mii into a ſettled, 


Bod; and humbled bimfelf greatly before the. God of bis 


 theR.fN 

-7:The Phe apo (halt vWF abril tho 
"ol Repohrarice, is Ih that wdll known caſe of the P 
digal ſon hich follows my Text ih-this chapter ix h 
he had waſted all bisſubNante with riotous ttving, and a 
forced back ro his fathers houſe only by extreme hun« / b 
ger and neceffity ; yet was he joyfully received by 
him, 'for b# farber ran and fell upon bis neck, and kiſed © 
him, v. 20. and the fatted calf was' killed for him $ and | 
when higeſder brother was angry at it, the good fathet b. 
juſtifies hi#Þrocedure , v. 32. It was meet that we || 
ſhould make merry and be plad, for this thy brother wy - 
dead, tntÞ3s alive again, was oft and is found. — 
And truly tis one good fign, that-God 1s 'now-: taks 
ing meti into the number of Bis children; whetr; he *is > 
fixing upon them one of the greateſt badges: and chat 
rafters of them; for therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, we * 
aft chaftened of the Lord, that we fbould not be condemned © 
with the world; whilſt thoſe who ate reſerv'd for des... , 
ftrufion hereafter, do uſually in this life come” into no 2 
misfortune, nor are plagued Tike other men. | For God; 
dves nor aff ie? any willingly,nor gritve the children of ments 
but as he 1s grieved” ac: or che fafferings'of his 4 
children, (fot in 41! Beit affliction, faith the Prophet," bt 
was drifted, Yfo he doth not uſually puniſh wicked meth 
borh hofe and hereafter ! and therefore they who art 
C 3 os. 
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Size aaa Fran; deftroftion, God ſuf- 
? fr jt wvky their portion in this life without: diſturbance, 
d becauſe the days of darkneſs, muſt be many, there- 
re does he ſufter the anner many times to die an bun- 
_—_ old, that he may take his full ſwiage of what 
I hath'ſet his afteftions-npon ; and after a long and 
rous life here, - without any check in his career 
f wickedneſs, helets him drop down-into hell, with- 
| our the leaſt apprehenſion of danger. -. So thar in that 
22x it is true which the Poets ſay; when they tell us; 
4 thatthe deſcent into hell is cafie and pleaſant. 
t- And therefore on the contrary we may reaſonably 
- preſume, that tribulation and anguiſh, when it is born 
þ WO patience, and refignatfeinrg God; and when it 
| ork a ſcrious Reformation, will certainly miniſter to 
- 8 anentrance into cyenlaſting reſt.; and that the grea- 
- Cerour ſufferings.kave dyen, the more abundant. and 
much more grateful ſhall the reſt be. 

_ Afflidtion, as it riſes not out of the duſt, but Jefoenda 
from that Gad, at whoſe hands we receive evil as 
well.as good ;. ſo neither is it defignd to dejett us 
- thither, butt toraiſc us upto God from whence it ſelf 
| comes; The Pains of the Croſs, as well that Croſs 
= which. we muſt-bear our -ſelyes, as that which our Sa- 
þ Fen us 9} ſome ſenſe open the Kingdom of 


hea- 


= CR © '- a ” , Y P- + V 

p .»- —_— > . _ « gHX C0" _ js : P 
4 FAY VF » : 
. ( , ( 


heaven to all believers ; 'and to ſome, as the Penitent 
Thief, the hope of Paradiſe is not given:till their las 
hour; and thoſe who come in then, God is ofrews 
pleaſed to make equal to them who have born the buffs 
den and heat of the day; nay oftentimes to give them 
more, for he will love much to whom much is forgiven. ? 
Itis true, there are ſuch fubborn natures, that like A 
clay are rather hardned by the fire of afflitions; ungra« 
cious children, that fly in the face of their heavenly Fa- E 
ther in the very inſtant when he is correfting them; or, > 
it may be, like thoſe children under the rod, whopro- 7 
miſe wonders then, and preſently after forget all, Sucl BD 
as theſe we have deſcribed P[.78.34,35,36,37: hen he 
flew them, then they ſought-bim, and they retur n'd an 1 os 
quired early after God ; then they remember'd that God was © 
their rock, and that the tigh God was their redeemer : ne- 4 
weitheleſs- they did but flatter him with their mouth, and) | 
lied unto bim with their tongues, for their heart waz gat 
right with him, neither continued they ftedfaft in his Re 
nant. . And tis-probable this has been the cafe = 
merly of this perſon. - But there was an evident diffe-+ 
rence betwixt the effetts of this fickneſs upon him, ? | 
many others before : - He'had other ſentiments of \L 
now;(he told me)and quitdiferent principles; - 
he was not vext with irY it Was A, or hinder'@\ | 
' _ him 'Y 
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\ hin From bj as, which he would hea Pd nnde his 
| Fw” "ey he handler 2gain Pt ;-but he 
ed patiently | ta it accepted it' "$452 = of .God,and 
"mas 2henk ul, bleſſmng and praiſing Gl not ontrin; but for 
| F extremities, There were now no cut{angs,natoilings or 
Freproackes to his ſervants, or thoſe about, him, which in 
'-ott her ficknefles were their uſual entertainment,. but he 
s {=p them with all the meckneſs and patience in- the 
"| begging pardans frequently of the mcaneſt of 
bf Goh a kaſty word,, which the extremity of his 
nd the ſharpneſs of his pain mighteaſtly force 
p him. His Prayers were not ſo much for caſe 
© bealch, oc 2 continuance in life ; as for grace;and fai 
% anc \perfe&t reſignation to the will af God. .-So the 
© Ichink, we'may not only charicably but juſtly con 
3 clude, that his Sickneſs was not the chief Ingredient, 
" but through thegrace af” God an effeftuab Means: of a 
" true; tha late Repentance, | 
 .'2. And forthatlamto account in-the next whace, 
| Ini the time of it; and to-make out to you , that 
* thait was a Death-bed Repentance, and therefore full 
F f_ danger, and th&utmoſt hazard, yer it was nor: 
wholly:umpoſſible to be trae,' nor abſolutely defperate:: 
|. Thatir. was hugely dangerous, and of the utmeſt: 
I _ ra defer it fo long, muſt needs be granted by all! 
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Ubwiddueeteodteridanesi with. — ” 
wiſe 2: [erioadily 1 & it, and provide for it; © 3 
| Kor -ihould Gocthave fnarth'Þ Kinv' away! tn' the © 
vedy a of his fid, andbohat; like Zinri'and Cork Dat ©» 
ths and Abixom, Ananias or Sapphire,” he had gone © 
down quick.incobeltt:;* yer: we! muſt -hive* acknowd 2 
tedged, than tig brevus! are: then; O' Lord; ant cltar when 
ms nParTg if God had taken him 'from the ant ** 
ob the living, either by: ſome-ſudden accident; byia 4 
raging Feaver, or by ſome ftupic Lerhdtgy ar Apaples © 
2i6,-whon he had had! no rime for refletion ot: repen. + 
rage 3 in what a dreadfuÞcondition had his Soul been 
for ever ?: Oy f God had rouch(afed him'(ashe dic) 
ſome ſharp'ilingring 'Sicknefs ; - when he) might have 

had leiſure-ro- repent';"'yer wha aſarance” was there 
chat ſurh'@/Repenranes would have followed. 2: ow: of it 
had; that ir wouldt'havebern accepred 7 Wasipnn . 
more [likely that ho'wonld© ſtil haye! eried with the 
Wife many Sheggard, yor a latlefleep,” and # Laden 
ber, td] poverry,a tifma poverty; campupon bim. ( 
_ _-»Burifhehad. reſolved archatitime! robreak off big | 
fins by Repentance, yet alas how improper'a ting way 
chatfor ir} Tis: nor'eafic robeaprelenr ind confillent | 
ro:our'ſelves., wherwe are furrounded: 'wints dibequieds 
lapifeen ſtapifying pains, uy there is a-neceliary > 
co £ 3 
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ed and duilneſs COR a ont amoty, flat and 
b low affeftions; and at the ſame time a*wore: then or- 
” dinary hurey 4nd! ſurcharge-of 'worldly/ buſineſs; a 
4 houſe to be ſer in order, children to be' provided for 
+ In their fortunes and education ; creditors to be ſati(- 
= fied.andallthisamidſt thecries and: mournings of our 
 neareſtrelations'and friends about us. And certainly 
 wemuſt think Repentancea very eafie task,if we reckon 
* 'ordinarily, '-that he that is diſabled from all other 
| abioge;elſe, ſhall yet be fir-to perfe&t and complete it, 

* But allowing oor thoughts to be as clear or clearer 
Svdar fickneſs than in our calmeſt and ſtrongeſt 
3 "Cord, (which yer I think no man | in his wits will 
A here) yer: after all, what ſecurity haye we that we (hall 
* to improve or employ it to a true repentance ? 
© It maybe,before we-come to that, the meaſure of aut 
4 iniquitics is filt'd up already, 'and che irreverſible ſen- 
tence is gone out, . tho not executed againſt us: My 
| Patience. ſbe/l not always firive (% wixefuaiy, as the 

LXX) with-men; Cut it down, why cumbreth it the 
'. ground? it may be curs'd and devoted, tho we do.not 
E ee it.altonſly wither'd and deſtroy'd. 
But Grpobeg this alſo, Chat we are allow'd a far- 
aherrjheabd means for. repentance; yet alas, no or- 
| Gag will ſerve us, when we have been thus 
hard- 
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" the E. of EW ug ©; 
hatden'd by: cuſtomary finning :/| 'and .I am ſare , © 
ſhould'God proceed with us by the meaſure of ſtri& 
juſtice, | he might rather take from. ts. even! thac which 
we have, then give us any enitacrdney afiſtances , 
which we have ſo abuſed. * 

- Andafter all. this, if God fall-give-ns ſuch extivb #7 
ocrditary affiſtances, whatever allowances God may 
make, yet there is ſtHl no certain ſeeurity or comfort | > 
to: any dying death-bed Penitent ; Charig Jopeth off | I 
things, and believtth all things, andthe relaxation» df © 
the cetifures of the Church in Abſolution on: probable 
ſigns of Repentance., -muſt follow the Nerk cees of 
Charity ; | yet the/cerrainty of the Sinners Abſolurion © » 
with God/in heavet, depends only uponthe inwardredl © 
fincerity of his Repentance, and, conſequently-wpor 
| the approving of it by | his' future ,converſatian;; and _ 
therefore.God- Almighty, who: only kbows what the 
one is at preſent, and 'what.the other will be,\. can be” 
a competent judge of it. And certainly tis enough-fay 
ſychoFenitent, if be beſetured at laſt of entring:iptd _ 
the Kirigdom'af heaven, tho'he has vety racely.;' if at 
all, the! preſent comfortable experience and- aflurance 
of it-on a death=bed: Repentance, which'indtdd is're- 
ſerv'd as the reward of 4 eonſtanc vITuaes,: ws 
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* * 5Sht alwo Whurs) have (aid be:entugh- eo cbankbbaa 
k edt hibedrtpencance;ihfinindyhazardons, entithere. 
bidhagdlyonficfbrreny wite wanto'! lepenk! apdhn 
* 1090's tatfivient ir prove jrablolotely im- 
le. No ſober man cervainly: would' hazard tris 
PupdathethnigebfhlDic, Whenitis'a theukund to 
Fronts tenpeveumery overt ima bviuey Cork» 
Woo af a ſownd'Ship,, when tis butbarely-porkible 
* Vp ray be faved3 andyerne wile maningicther bucwill 
Wowunpoſidilizyvf beinpfavid \bothrfortheroncand 
* - thedther: 1d itiv'onlychis bare pofiibilicy of a/Death- 
 bedRepeihance'tharTam gow(plenting:for. '- 
;  noiAnddeharthis Po ffiibilicy warpredadedinty a; utid 
-  Teranderd erp probabidutha th cte-eaſi-ifebad Peep- 
| Fomhere before os} will beſt 'be jurtged byiche- marks 


 bam:oow Vo2give>y oof the: | fiterinpo ty81Repen+ 
WacsfHorwhichibam'iw che wexrphcbro accom 
27 g:2And tas the power of the Divine Gpacey/ and 
F- afihar onby, that brake chrough! all chaſe obfiacies char 
” Fiageinve mdicion $31 thipGod Uwhuisn Goof 
 Inflacecomputior and forbcarance) wilowU3hint tei- 
- faceund opporcunity for Repenrance; that he! wyla- 
--  keffd\ hikri from/his -Spiriraat Aomber by /u pungent 
Blineſs;-rharheyarehinvſuth ipearaſdndi 
*  *bothto provide prudently for his worldly affairs, and 
0 bg & Ul yet 
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Lawatches cicn I ſpeak; who are eafily 
© ardilcovde my failings,” That 1 ſhall not deliver 
ny thing, but what I Flabiy to be 2 tri and. a religi- 

p truch. 
'Upor may firſt ico him, (May 26.) juſt at his re- 
n his journey out of the Welt, he moſt gladly 
| me, ſhew'd me extraordinary reſpefts npon 
of mine Office, :hankd God, who had in mercy 

good providence ſent me to bim, who ſo much needed 
my prayers and counſels ; ing how. unwortbily 
8 A arogre be bad treated that order of men,' reproaching 
+ them that they were proud, and propheſied only for rewards ; 
* Bice ow be bad learnt bow to value them;;- that he efleem'd 

” thei the ſervants of the moſt High God, who were te fo 
je ble the way to everlofling life. 
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b Sranje trouble and corflits of mind, his ſpiritwonn-+ 
' ded, and his conſcience full of cerrors. Upon his jour- 
# ney he told me, be had been arguing with greater vigor 
I dan Ioligier than ever be bod done in his life 


3 2b all the argument and 

[ paeet Convert Se. Paul, he found it herd to kick. a” 
Y e pricks, For God at that time; bad fo. firuck 
his be witic Jag band, that preſently he 
FD | 
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i-At' the ſame time I found him labogring a | 


re before, _and- that he wai reſolved to run 'em- down 
ſpite in the world , but, like 
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atifos firongly for God we <a as "wy be 
had done againſt it. That —— 
heact, creatiiig/in his mind. moſt awfiifand' 
thoughts and Ideas of the Divine Majeſty,” wich a de--. 
lightful contemplation of the Divine Natbre and At- 7 
tributes, and of the lovelineſs of Religion and Virtue... E 
{ never (ſaid he) was advanced thus far towards happineſs 
in my life before, tho upon the commiſſions of ſome an ms 
traordinary I have had ſome checks and warnings 
blefrom within, but flill firuggled with "em, and id 
them off again. The moſt obſervable rhat T i 
was this : Nne day at an Atheiftical Meeting, wel a þe 
of Qualitie's, 1 undertook to manage the Cauſe, and 
the principal Diſputant againfl God and Piety, ey | 
my performances received the applauſe of the whole company; © 
upon which my mind was terribly fruck, and 1 immediately © 
reph od this 0 my ſl Good God! that « Man, that walks | 
upright, that ſees the wonderful works of God, and hay the" 
uſes of bis ſenſes and reaſon, ſhould uſe them to the defying 
of his Creator {But tho this was a good beginning t wo, ; 
my Converſion, to find my Conſcience touch'd for my ſins, | 
yet it went off again ; nay, all my life long T had a feeret”® © 
value and reverence for an honefl man, a lov'd A : 
in others. But Thad farm'd an odd Scheme of Relighas. - 
to' my ſelf, which would ſalve all that God” or Conſriente®” 
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4ae$ nat bad that reneremeor! 3ht 
If 206514, eg btt: 191: han. | Which oſtare of 
4 gangin (lll this £3. "Chapter! of /aidþ was 
prey; thete is a rol debcription' of 
"the Sufferiags of gar Saviour,/ and! thr benefits thate- 
b bg avg ſome ather patcions: of | Seriptire 3\ by: the 
A & eficacy of which'Ward.affiſted by his Holy 
is. God fo-weerght'wgns hiz heart, \that' he de- 
hd; that the anyfierics of the Faſfort appearocdfo clpen 
"9R-þ+ lain 10 bim,as 404 any thing did that mas repreſented 
ine Got; ſo. that that Joy'and. Admiration, which 
Th $4 his Soul upem.the: reading off Gods Word\rs 
1 was remarkable raallabeut him3'\ and: herhad for 
x "ach delight in bis Teſtimenies, by in my. . abſence: 
Kebeggd his Mather and; Lady to read the' famo- to. 
| kin frequently, and was upſarified (noewithftanding: 
* Kin great pains and weakneſs) till he had lrarnced eſpe. 

: «ally the'5 3.. of aiab withaut book... 

-.. Atthe ſame time, diſcourfing of: hisdomawer: of lie 
bhis-youth up, -and which all menknew was" too: 
2 wivmuch devoted to the ſervice of (in, and tharthe'lu/fs 
SAL feb; of 1he:gye, and the pride of life, had' capti- 
"vated. lim: 40099" 12+ eoliar particular in his ac-: 
iabo ; orEready ro Re 
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doo for ine 7 Will God von fuch's Wretth as [2 -und-inth. 

middle of his fickneſs ſaid, Shall the watt eh Ry 
Heaven be confer'don me? '0 Mighty Saviour ! pp 
throup b thine infixire Love and SatisfaHion ! 0 never | "Y 
by thepurchaſe of thy Blond, adding, *That- with all" ah 
horrency he did refle4 upon his former life ; may rere 
andfrom bis heart NY al that folh an 
neſs which be had committed.”  -- 

2 Indeedihe hada true and lively fenſe of Goth y 
mercy to-him' in ſtriking his hard heart; and laying ih” 
Conſcience open, which hith&rto was deaf to all Tot - 
calls and-methods ; faying, if that God, -who died" fo 
great as well as leſer ſinners, did not ſpeedily apply 1 
| finite merits to his poor foul, bis wound was ſuch ts 110 man Wy” 
could conceive or bear, crying ont, that he was- thee -L 
Wrercb and Dog that the Sun fhined wpon, ' or thee 
' bore, 46a "now be jaw his error in not living a 10 
* Reaſon which God endued him with, nd ubich he tu 
thily vjlify'd, and contemn'd ; wild he had þ 
g Leper cranfing ins dirch; "that he Sul th 
Fe eB er ohne 


z: I 


” C Pl SE 


k ber the Rag 7 us to bave [ prin 
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a devour coneſho of all the Articles of o our 


7 favivg; thas that objurd and fooliſh. Philofophy, 
ch the world ſo. much ddmired, propagated by the late 

* ,  andothers, had undone him, and many more, 
"X - fehe be pare in the Nation ; who, | without Gods. 
3 re BE Warey to-them, may ngxer, 1 believe, attain ſuch a 


Ne © L.muſt not. omic to mention his faithfnl adherence 
0, and caſting himſelf entirely upon, the. mercies of 
by Ghctf, and the free'grace of God, deelared to 
eating finners through him; with, athankful remem- 
of his Life, Death, and Reſurreftion x beggirig 
old to firengthen his faith, and often crying out, Lord 
6 ieve, help\thou mine unbelief. 

es is mighty love and eſteem of the holy Serimaas, 
is reſolutions to read them frequently,- and meditate 
them if God ſhould ſpare him, having. already 
ed the good Ward; for having ſpoken to his heart 


hs Fions WE breef; fancied. by. men of corrupt ynd reprobate 
7 emer ts, Were vaniſbed , and the exceliency and beauty 
ekeing or {0 receive the rruth in the love of it- 
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acknowledgd,ll the fefming abjurdities and contradi- _ 
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wp ettradininy frees: eval _ i E. - 
pA cc Stedey of his own, moſtexcellem and correthy - 

amongſt the reſt, for: the: King, in FB ti iner'as . 4 

becarhe a dutiful Subje&, and atruly grateful EY | 

© forthe Churchand Nartion, for ſome particular Rela- © 

| + tions, and then forall Men ; his calling frequently up- © 

on me at all hours to pray with him, or read the Scrip- 4 

tures to him; and. towards the end of his fi q 

would heartily defire Godbro pardon his infirmities; if id by 

uld not be ſo wakefull and intent through the whole duny * 

he wiſs'd robe; and that tho the fleſb was weak, 28 

the ſpirit was willing, and hoped God would acc ept that. 

| His continual invocation of God's -grace o— boly 

> Spiric to ſuſtain him, to keep him from all evil © 

- .thoughF®, -from all cemcations and Diobolical ſugge- | 

' ſtions, and every thing which might be. prejudicial to © 

- that religious. temper of mind, which God had "op 

ſo happily endued him withall, crying out, one I 

eſpecially, how terribly the Temter did: affulr bim ,. # 3 | 

upon him lewd and wicked . imaginations. .. by 

thank God (ſaid he) I abhor themrall, and by the 

his grace, which 1 am ſure is ſufficient for me, 1 hong: 

come them ; 'tis the re of the Demil, becauſe. 
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joy Ri neon from Popery to 
ch of Eng 1glond,Cheing,as heterm'd it, A faftion 
Engets raud and Cratlty,) which was by her 
done with deliberation and mature judgment; the dark 
$ 7 of which have for ſome months before been break- 
E/ 3-40 bat now deared,by her receiving the bleſſed 
- Sacrament with her dying Husband, at the receiving of ]. 
no man could expreſs more joy:and devotion 
2 he did ; and having hattflled the word of life, and 
Bugs Ffvation. of God, in the preparation of his 
þ * ind, he was now ready 20 depart i in peace. 
E: __ "His hearty concern for the pious Education of his 
, wiſhing that his Sor might never be a Wit, 
| ae is, (as he himſelf explain'd it,) one of thoſe wretch- 
p ” on tures,who pride themſelves in abuſing God and Re- 
Jenjing bis Being, or his Providence, but that be 
- Hiro br become an Honeft and Religious man, "which contd 
ty beth ſupport ds bleſſing of bis Family ; complain- 
at 8 vitious and. naughty » world they —__ 
Wand thr” ho Fortunes br Honours were. 
b Lov « Favour of God ror thee, in whoſe Name Fi 
3 * lefſed cher: pray'd for” em, and commirred- them to 
| fioPt orettion,;. Wi \s K'g9t * 10%! 
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Rok, & to promote rare nay; me 
ont ofended God, and beamed of © 
| ve Holy x2 fon into which be bad. been Baptiz'd ; "and © 
all his obſcene and filthy Piftures, which were ſo __ 
ſcandalous,  * 

His readineſs to make reſtitution to the _ wy 
his:-power'to'all perſons who he had injur'd; and:for , 
thoſe whom. he<onld not make a compenſation to, he 
prayed for Gods, and their pardons, His remarkable 
juſtice in taking all poſſible care for the payment of his 
debts, which, before, hetonfeſled he had not ſo Go Y 
and effeQually done. cl ” 

His readineſs +6 forgive all Injuries done. again 3 
hint, ſome more particularly mention'd , which:wete 
great and provoking z nay annexing thereto all the ale 
farance of a fature friendſhip, and hoping'he ſhould be 
as freely forgiven at the hand of God. © 1-1! 7 12998 

How tender and concetn'd was he for his Servants. A 
about him hiv extremities, (manifeſted: by the bene» 
ficence of his Will 60-them,): pittying.their croubles ih 43 
watching with him, and attending him, : treating them * 
with-candoriayd Crue as if they had becn his In« * 
rimates 7000000 On, wk 2 
Ny * x th endeavours_ 1 to! be ers... 
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: Gol, antl\ 16 ate 4 pod of 

o-Juffering to finners; which ſhould lead 
GEO 'And- here I. muſt \ not. \paſs, by . 
+ 0 and moſt paſſionate exclamation to a Gentle- 
- Wan of ſome charatter, who came to vifit him upon 
[Dos bed.z; 0 Remember thet you contemn;God 
 nþ rhore, He 4s an avenging God, and will viſit you for your 
: willin mercy, I hope, touch your conſcience ſooner or 
* Tater #s he bas done mine; Tou and 7 have been F riends 
| aud Sinners together a great while, therefore I am the more 
| fieewith you ; We have been all miflaken in. our conceits 
'- endopinions ; our perſwaſions have been falſe and ground- 
® def; therefore God gront you repentance. And ſeeing him 
bor -next-'day again; he-ſaid to. him, Perhaps you were 
ed by - my plainneſs to, you yeſterday ; 1 fpake 4be 
of truth- arid ſoberneſs 10 you;and (triking his hand 

Z-mm his breſt ) ſaid\ ] bohe God'will.touch-your beart... 

E-Þ: -Likewiſe his Commands to me;' 20-preach_ abroad, 
end 10 let all men know (if they knew is not already.) 
| biwſeoerch God hed, diſeiplind him, for Sis ſous by. his 
hand; that bii' ſufferings. were moſt. juſt, tho be 
TT kiid ten theufond times more upon 'bim ;.. how he. bad 
6 * laidene fripe upon another becauſe of his oriewous, prove: 

— cations, till ke hadtbrought him home.to himſelf; 4hat in 
© bis ers oo” bod not that ects bene 
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" wht ls d forinrh : thoughts and 
flight reſolutions of reforming, andd we? to. 7 better, 
| becauſe even the preſent conſequences of ſon ops ay. 4 
ing him, and were fo troubleſome end inconvenient to 1 
him ; but that now he had other ſentiments of ebings, and 5 
afted wpen other principles. 7 
., His willingneſs to dye, if is pleaſed God, refigning Y 
himſelf always to. the Divine diſpoſal ; but if God ſbould * 
ſpare him yet a longer time here, he hoped to bring glory to 
the name of God in the whole courſe of his life, and particu» 
larly by his endeavours" to convince 6thers, and to afſure © 
them of the danger of their condition, if they continued im-- * 
penitent, and how graciou/ly God had dealt with him... 2 

His, great ſenſe of his obligations to: thoſe Excellent 'X 
men, the Right Reverend my Lord Biſhop of Oxford, © 
and Dr. Marſval, for their charitable and frequent 
Viſits to him; and Prayers with him ;- and Dr. Burnet, 
who came on purpoſe from. Loiden tro ſee him, who 7 
were all very ſerviceable to his Repentance. . A 
. His. extraordinary duty and reverence to his Mother, . 
ih all che grateful reſpe&ts: to her imaginable, and 
kindneſs to his good Lady, beyond.expreflion, ( which 
may well. enhance ſuch a loſs rayghem, ) and to 4 
his Children, obliging. them with all the endears 4 
meats that x gogd Husband or a render + Bike <daby £ 
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'And.how Tcannot but mention-with joy and admit» +> 
_ ration that ſteddy temper of mind, which he enjoy'd © 
through che whole:courſe of his Sickneſs arfd Repens 7 
rance 3; which muſt proceed, nor from a harry and pers 
rurbarion of mind or body , ariſing from the fear of 
Death, or dread of Hell only, bur from an ingenuous 
love ro God, and an'uniform regard to Virtue, (ſuita« 
ble to that ſolemn decharation of his; / would not commit 
the leaſt ſin to gain @ Kingdom,) with all poſſible ſymps 
toms of a laſting perſeverance ih it, if God ſhould have 
reſtored him. To which may be adged his | 
ble perſwaſions of God's accepting him to his wer 
ſaying three or four days-before his death,  foall dir; 
But'0h, what unſpeakable plories do T ſee { what joys, * bes 
youd thought or expreſſion, am Fſenfible of '”-{ am aſſured "df" | 
Gods mercy to me” through Jeſus C brift. 0b how "—_—— 
«le; and to bewith my Saviour ! 

* The time of his Sickneſs and Repentance was jul: 
nine weeks 3 in all which time he was {0 much maſter + 
of his reaſon, and had ſo” clear an underftandingg' ©. £2 
(ſaving 30 hours; abour the miididle-of ir; in whichhe) 
was'delirous,), that' he never ditated'or ſpoke _— .. 
compoſed i in hislife :-and therefore. if any ſhall cots.” 
tinue to ſay, his Piery was the effea? a * 7 
| pour; \fet metel) them, 'ris highly | 
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| thacthe aſſertion is/ as filly as it;-is- wicked. And | 
- Moreover that thefarce of what ]-have ddiveted may 
not be.evided by wicked men;';who'-ate refolv'd;to 

>  hardentheir hearts, maugre all Convidions; by ſaying; 
 Thuthing was done in a corner; I appeal, for the truth 

* . thereof, to all ſorts/of:.petſons. who in- conſiderable , 


- agumbers viſited and attended him, and more particu- 
6 larly to thoſe eminent Phyſicians who were near him, 
* andconverſant with him in the whole courſe of his 
= tedious ficknels ; and” who, if any, are competent 
judges of a Phrenſy or delirium. 

| here are-many more excellent things in my ab- 
| Gohet which have occafionally dropt from his mouth , 

L- batwill not come within the narrow -compaſs ofa <F, 
4  Serchon; theſe, I hope, will ſufficiently prove what 1 
 gprodite them for. Ang if apy ſhall be ſtill unſatisfied 
* herein in this hard-hearted generation, it matters not, 
- Jet'them at their coſt be Unbelievers ſtill, ſo long as 
this Excellent Penitent enjoys the comfort of his Re- 
pentance. And now from all theſe admirable. ſigns 
-we have great reaſon to believe comfortably, that -his 
4 | Mepeniance was Real, and his End happy ; and accor- 
- dingly imitate the neighbours and Coſens of Elizabeth, 

(Luke 1.58.) who,-when they heard how the Lord had 
Þ reduc mercy upon ber, came and rejoyced with her, - 
For 
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For ſo we muſtlearn, like the Ambaſſadors to foie! bh 
new Prince, 'to turn our condolances into congratu- © 
lsrions,/ in conformity ro'an; heavenly exarhple ; Fort * 
there is joy in beaven over one ſinner that repents : os 

' T1, A joy to God the: Father, who has ſolemnly 
ſworn, that he delights not in the death of a inner, but 
rather'that be ſhould repent and live ; who would bhave'atl 
men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. 

2. A joy to God the Son, that good Shepherd; 
mention'd: in the verſe before my Text:, whoteft the 
ninety and nine juſt perſons in the wilderneſs, and went! | 
after that which was loft, till be had found i it ; andwherthe' * 
had found it,he laid it on bis. ſhoulders rejogeing; and whert- 2 
he cometh home, he calls together his friends and his neipÞ9 
bours (on heaven and earth,) ſaying unto them, Reyes 
with me, for I have found my ſheep which was tot. © | 3 * 

:3. A joy-to God'the Holy Ghoſt, after he had been ſo * 
af griev'd; ſo defpirefully treated, and:ſo long feifled.) + 

And 4. a: joy to the whole Conrt of Heaven in the 
preſence of the holy Angels, v.10. thdſe miniftring Spi- 
rits,” ſent forth to miniſter to thoſe who Ball be heirfaf 
ſalvation ; to ſee that now at laſt zheir- labour is ndt® _ 
in vain in the Lord, but that there is 0ne-more Subje@ 
gained+ to the obedience of their and our conmog, : 
Lord, deliver'd from the flavery,* and admyxigd 'rG 1 
£3 a p F 2 ds 
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+" Wes of Apoliate Spirits. 
| -rAnd as our mAirdua, our proper or natural Cirizen-- 
» ſhip or conver/ation is in heaven ; ſo ſhould onr joys too! 
* be conformable - to 'thoſe of our fellow-citizens.” And 
© therefore after the Relations and Friends of this great 
” Perſon, have paid: their natural tribuce of tears to. fo 
near a Relation, they ſhould then turn their forrows in- 
>. ta joys, by the comfortable confideration of his being, 
* a Pegitent upon earth, and 2a Saint in heaven, . 
” $\ Thus his dear Mother ſhould rejoyee,: that the Son: 
+ of herloveand of her fears, as well as of her bowels.is 
” nawebern again into 2 better world ; -adopted- by:his 
” heavenly Father, and gone before has ro COLT 
* fan eternal inheritance. 3 
414. His truly loving Conſort frould rejoyce, that 
God has been {o- gracious tothem both, as at the ſame 
” timeco give him a fight of his' errars in point of Pra- 
Rice; and ker ſelf (not altogether withouc' bis means 
” andendeavours) afight of hers in point of Faith. And 
traly,confidering; the great prejudices and dangers of 
| the Rowan Religion, I. thigk I may aver that there js joy 
” inhecaven, and ſhould. be onearth, for Her canbunbeis) 
| Bavglt as His, 
£03 ths Noble agdmoft hopeful Ile Gal rojopizy 
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Father has left them, but char finee he maſt leave hems. 
he has left them the example of a Penirent, and- not of + 
a Sinner ; the Bleſſing of a' Saint, in recommending . | 
them toan All-fufficient Father; 'and not entailing on © 
them the faral Curſe that attends the poſterity of the b 
wicked and impenitent. 

4. | All good menſhoutd rejoyce, to ſec the trinmpf# 
of the Crofs in theſe latter days, and the words of Di-' 
vine Wiſdom and Power. And bad men certainly, 
when ever chey conſider it, are moſt of al} eoncern'd to 
joy/and rejoyce in it, as a conderin'd MitefaQor ty 
tohear thars fellow-crimimat has gorihis Pardon, and” 
that his may do fo roo, if he ſpeedily ſue forir. OL 

"And this joy of all wilt fit] be'the greater, if we 
avilepires it with the Joy there isin the eaſe of Faſt pers 
ſons, that need 'no Repeſtance, Vit. thayneed not ſuck 
# folemn' extraordinary Reperitande ;, /\ of the whole 
change-of hearrand mind; as grext Sinners. d07 agdof 
this my Text promounces 4{rhat there is' greaterfoy iw 
heaven over one fuch\/ainer thi truly repenteth than there 

is ovt9 ninery-and nine jaft perſons that need not (cls vAs 
pentaner! And the reafen we'miy conceive to be'thiis'y! 
that fineealt Joy -arifes from Admiraionand Sat pra, 
; as from ſomething that is new and unexpetted ; ac80vs 
ay Ws. _ c<& teperitance Ind 
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.. new life of a notorious Sinner, muſt needs be preater 
then that which riſes from the conſtant piety of a good 
” man, which. we have ſeen every day ; as a reſurreion 
» from the dead. is more remarkable then our firſt life. 
* Befides,that ſuch a Penitent's former failings, are ordi- 
© narily the occaſion of a greater and more aftive piety; 
 gfterwards; as our Convert earneſtly wiſh'd, That God 
'- would be pleaſed to ſpare him but one year more, that in that 
* be migbt honour his Name proportionably to the diſbonour 
* done to Godin his whole life pafl. And we ſee'St, Paul la- 
| beured more \abundantly than all the Apoſtles in the 
” planting of che Ghurch, becauſe he bad raged moſt fu- 
» Tiouſly before inthedeſtruQion of it ; and.our Saviour 
- himſelf tells us, that 70\whom much 4 given: they will love 
” much, but to whom little is forgiven they will love little 
and we know, a Commander will love a Soldier more 
that'redeems his - former cowardiſe, by doing ſome: 
brave and daring a@ion, thenihim, who never had that, 
taint upon him, but yet never atchieved any thing re-: 
* "markable. A Husbandman more rejoyces at the im- 
provement of briars and thorns into anexcellent crop, 
from which once he had bur little expe&ation, than for 
ſuch a ſoil as was remarkable neither for the one or th 
- - þ Tis certainly the more ſafe,indeed the only ſafe way 
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tro be conſtantly virtuous, . andhe that is wiſe indeed, 
+. e. wiſe unto ſalvation, wil endeavour to be one of , I 
thoſeithat need no. repentence #1 mean that ienzire-and © 
whole work of beginning anew, but will draw out:the ? 
ſame thred through his whole life, and not let the Sun © 
go down upon any of his fins ; but then the other Res * 

pentance is the more remarkable, and, where itis real} | 
the more effetual, to produce a fervent and a fruitful 7 
piety 3 befides the greater glory to God in the influente 
of the example, Which may probably be a farther 2 
reaſon of the-excellive joy of Angels at the Converhon I 
of ſuch 2 Sinner ; becauſe they , who are better ac+ ® 
quainted. with humane nature than we ; and knowing it 
apt, like the Phariſees, to demand a Sign from heaven; 
for the reformation of corrupted cuſtoms ; they dis © ? 
ſcern too, that ſuch deſperate Spiritual recoveries, will 
ſeem ſo many Openings of the Heavens in the deſcent - 
of the holy Dove, viſibly to the ſtanders by z and ac+ _ 
cordingly will have the greater influence npon them: 
 Andtis this in the laſt place, that I am to recommend 
to all that hear me this day. 7 
And having thus diſcharg'd the office of an Hiſto- 
rian, in a faithful repreſentation: of the Repentance 
and Converſion of this great: Sinner z give me leave 
 nowto beſpeak you; as dn Ambaſfadpr-of Chriſt, and 4; 
| "EX. - > his 
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his name carniliy pofitds you noiſe bim,and 
to follow this Hluſtriows perſon , not in his Sins any 
= more; butin his Sorrow? for them, and his-forſaking 
- them.” | hope better things of you, my Bperhren, 
© thentothink tharall that now hear me , have need: of 
| fuch a repentance, tho all have need of fome, and the 
 beftare moſt ſenfible of it. Bur ifthere be any in this 
place, or elſewhere, who have been drawn into a com- 
” placency or pradice of any kind of fin from his exam+ 
 Plc;let thoſe eſpecially be perſwaded to break off their 
© fans by repentance, by the ſame example ; that as he has 
L been for thefall, ſo he may be now for the riſing agaift 
” of manyin {{rael; God knows there are too many that 
- arexHt enough rodifcern and follow the exatnples of 
evil, but to do good from thoſe examples they have no 
 ©power; like thoſe abſurd flatterers we read of, who 
'- could imitate Platoin his crookednefs, Ariftotle in his 
ftammering, and Alexander the Great in the bending of 
Ins neck; and the ſhrilneſs of his voice,” but either 
could not; or would not, imitate them in any of their 
perfettions ; orlike to thoſe bad fomachs,/ that delight 
mitt and chaxcoal,but nauſeate ſavory and wholſome 
- food: Such as theſe I wonld beſeech, in their codlet 
-  feafons,ro askthemfſelves that queſtion, hat fruit had 
Sp Uin thoſe things whereof you are now aſhamed, for = 
;. £11: Y, hc 
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ent} of theſe things is death? "And if any incou-. FF 
rage themſelves in their wickedneſs from this exanj= 
ple, reſolving however to enſby the good things that L 
are preſgnt; ts fill themſelves with coſtly wines,and to let no © 
part of pleaſure paſs by them untafted, ſuppoſing with the * * 
Goſpel rich man, that when one comes to them from the 
dead, when Sickneſs or old Age approches, that then. 2 
they will repent ; let ſuch as theſe confider the dreadful: * 
hazard they run by ſach pernicious counſels. It ma 
be (and it is but juſt with God it ſhould be) that hill A 
they are making proviſions for the fleſb to fulfill the Iufls ** 
thereof , and are ſaying to their ſouls, Soul thou baiF } 
much goods laid up for many years, therefore take thine 
eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry ; perhaps juſt then at the 
ſame time the hand of God may be writing upon the 
walls of their habitations that fatal ſentence, Thou 
fool, this night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and 
then whoſe ſhall all thoſe things be, which thou haſt provi- - 
ded? And what ſad refle&ions muſt ſuch a one needs © 
make upon. his own folly, when he ſees that all that. 7 
- mirth and eaſe, which he has promiſed himſelf for lo 

many years, mpſt be at an end in a very few hours? and 
not only ſo, but that mirth turn'd into howling 
and that caſe” into a bed of flames} when the ſoul - | 
muſt be torn away on' a ſudden 'from the things ie 
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| lore, alf4 go wharmic will hate to live, and yet cannot 
Were t better for us to embrace cordi- 
| the Pfr ro to our eyerlaſting peace, be- 
| 4 ' 2 are hid from our eyes ? Were it not better for 
- wall to be wiſe berimes by preventing ſuch a danger , 
en to open our eyes, as the unhappy rich man did, 
when we are in the place of torment ? 
Be perſwaded then with humble, penitent, and 
4 obedient hearts to go out of your finful ſelves, and 
© meet the Bleſſed Zeſus, who is now on the way, and 
Y comes to us-in the perſon and-in the bowels of a Sa- 
” yiour, woing us to accept thoſe cafic conditions of 
pardon and peace offer'd in his. holy Goſpel, rather 
then to ſtay till he become. our Adyerſary and our 
udge T0, - he will deliver us over to the tormentors, 
| till ye have paid the. utmoſ? farthing, 1.e. to all eterni- 
B ty : when thoſe who have made a-mock at fin all their 
b Pres, and laugh'd at the pretended cheats. of Religion 
E Andi Its Prieſts, ſhall find themſelves at laſt che greateſt 
; fools, and the moſt ſadly cheated in the world ; for 
God will then laugh at wel calamity,and mock when their 
fear comgth, when it cometh as deſolation,, and their de. 
firuftion 65 a whitlnind. | And ſince they would not ſuf- 
I jfer | his; Mercy to rejoyce oyer his Juftice, nor cauſe any 
23 _d in heaven, as the Text mentions, in their conver- 
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fion ; his Juſtice will certainly rejoyce over his Mercy, E: 
and cauſe] joy in heaven (as it did at the fall of Babylon; = 
which would not be cured, Rev' 19. 1.) in their — v 

fion. And O that there were ſuch a heart in them, that 
they would confider this betimes : that'in the midſt © 
of their carnal jollities they would but vouchſafe one 7 
regard to what may happen hereafter, and what'will | 
certainly be the'end of theſe things. For however the ..* 
fruits of fin may ſeem pleaſant to the eye, and to be © 
defired, to mak one ſeem wiſe and witty to the' world ; 4 
yet alas, they are all but emty and' unſatisfiQtory at. 3 
preſent, and leave a mortal ſting behind them, and bit- } 
zerneſs in the later end; like the book St. Fohn ate, 
(Rev.10.10.) which in his mouth was ſweet as honty, bitt 
a4 ſoon as be bad eaten it, his belly was bitter. And'tho 
God ſhould pleaſe at laſt to bring men back in their old 
age from their finful courſes, by a way of weeping, to | 
pluck them as fre-brands out of everlaſling burnings, 
yet if men confider how rare and difficult a thing it is 
to be born again when one is old, how many pangs and * 
violences to nature there muſt needs be, to put off the 
habits and inclinations to"old 'fins : as difficult (faith 
the Prophet) as for the Leopard to change his ſpots, or the 
Ethiopian his skin'; and then'when that's done. whit 
ſcars and weakneſſes even a Cure muſt leave behind, 
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£78 he that duly confiders this, will think it better 
to ſecure his ſalvation, and all his preſent true com- 
, by preſerving his innocency,, or alleviating his 
| work by a daily repentance for leſſer failings, then to 
- venture upon one fingle chance of a death-bed repen- 
b | i which is no more to be depended upon, for 
| the performance, or acceptance, then it can encourage 
” any man notto labour, becauſe Elias was fed by Ra- 
E vens, or the [/aelites with Manna from heaven. 

= , If then there beany (tho alas that need not be asked) 
* that have made the greatneſs of their Wit, or Birth, or 
” Fortune, infruments of iniquity to iniquity ; let them 

* now convert them, in their own converfion, to that 
> original noble uſe for which God intended them, viz, 
' to be infiruments of righteouſneſs wnto holineſs. 
© |. To theſe eſpecially that are thus great, nor onely 
| God, but this great Perſon alſo, by my-meuth, being 
| geadyet ſpeaketh; for as' St, Paul ſeem'd more eſpe- 
AY cially concern'd for his brethren and kinſmen accord- 
& ingtothe fleſh; and even the rich man in hell, tho ſuffi- 
© © ciently diſtrafted by his own ſufferings, yet ſeems huge- 

- hy defirqus that one might be ſent from the dead tg his 
brethren, that he might teflife unto them, left they alſo 
; come into that place, of torment; ſo this Uluſtrions Con- 
A Wh after God had open'd his cycs to ſee his follies, 


was 


'Þu 
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he. of Rochelter's Funeral 
- was more Pay defirous. of the ſalvation of thoſe 
that were his brethren, tho nor in the fleſh, yer int} | 
greatneſs, of their quality, and of their fins; pallin; 
nately wiſhing, that all ſuch, were not only almoſt, but ; 
altogether ſuch as he now was ſaving his bodily afflitions 42 L 
and of great force, me thinks, ſhonld the admanitia! 
of a dying friend be. The ingenious Michael de Man + 
taigne reckons him the beſt Phyfician, who himſelf has ® 
had the diſeaſe which he pretends to cure; and be- 
hold a greater than he ſays to St. Peter, hen thou art * 
converted firengthen thy brethren ; which afſures us, that 
they which have themſelves been in a condition to ? 
need a remarkable conyerfion, are not uncapable there- F 
by, but obliged, and the better qualified for ſuch a ® 
charitable work. b 
Now theſe eſpecially I would beſeech, as the Mini- F 
ſter of Chriſt, and. as ſuch, tho-we are reviled we bleſs, 
tho we are defamed we intreat, to ſuffer the word of Exbor- 
zation, that they would not terminate their eyes upon © 
the outward pomp and pageantry that attends them, 1 
as the yulgar Jews did-upon uheir Rites and Ceremo+ 
nics,; but (as the wiſer Iſraclites, who eſteem'd thoſe 
glittering formalities as the Types and Images of hea- 
venly things,) - be quickned by them to the ambi 4 
of original honours, and future glory, How " A 
023: 55> were 


ns 
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2 I Wi he that dale ecefihirg this, will think it better 
>to ſecure his ſalvation, and all his preſent true com- 
4 forts, by preſerving his innocency, or alleviating his 
- work by a daily repentance for leſſer failings, then to 
© venture upon one fingle chance of a death-bed repen- 
> tance; | which is no more to be depended upon, for 
} the performance, or acceptance, then it can encourage 
= any man notto labour, becauſe Elias was fed by Ra- 
 yens, or the {/aclites with Manna from heaven. 

= "If then there be any (tho alas that need not be asked) 
| that have made the greatneſs of their Wit, or Birth, or 
” Fortune, inflruments of iniquity to iniquity; let them 
| - now convert them, in their own converfion, to that 
- original noble uſe '"He which God intended them, wiz. 

” to be infiruments of righteouſneſs unto holineſs. 

© | To theſe eſpecially that are thus great, nor onely 
1 God, bat this great Perſon alſo, by my'meuth, being 
| dead yet fpeaketh'; for as' St. Paul ſeem'd more eſpe- 
A cially concern'd for his brethren and kinſmen accord- 

# ingtothe fleſh; and even the rich man in hell, tho ſuffi- 

"  ciently diſtrafted by his own ſufferings, yet ſeems huge- 

| ly defirqus that one mighc be ſent from the dead tg his 

brethren, that he might te/lifie unto. them, left they alſo 
* comeinto that place. of torment; ſo this Uluſtrions Con- 
: vert: after God had open'd his eyes to ſce his follics, 


was 
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FRY the EK. of Rocheſte r's F uneral dhe 
- was more eſpecially difrom of the ſalvation of thoſe J 
that were his brethren, tho nor in the fleſh, yer in the . 
greatneſs, of their quality, and of their fins; paſſio- # 
nately wiſhing, that all ſuch, were not only almoF, but F 
altogether ſuch as he now was, ſaving his bodily afflitions z ? 
and of great force, me thinks, ſhonld the admonitiogs 1d 
of a dying friend be. The ingenious Michael de Mon+ * 
taigne reckons him the beſt Phyfician, who himſelf has ® 
had the diſeaſe which he pretends to cure; and be- 
hold a greater than he ſays to St. Peter, when thou art 
converted flrengthen thy brethren ; which afſures us, that 
they which have themſelyes been in a condition to * 
need a remarkable conyerfion, are not uncapable there- ® 
by, but obliged, and the better qualified for ſuch a ; 
charitable work. 4 
Now theſe eſpecially I would beſeech, as the Mini- 7 
ſter of Chriſt, and. as ſuch, tho we are reviled we Ss a 
tho we are defamed we intreat, to ſuffer the word of Exbor- © 
tation, that they would not terminate their eyes upon 
the outward pomp and pageantry that attends them, 
as the vulgar Jews did-upon uheir Rites and Ceremo- 
nics,; but (as the wiſer Iſraelites, who eſteem'd thoſe 
glittering formalities as the Types and Images of hea- © 
venly things,) . be quickned by them to the ambi 4 
of original honours, and future glory, How vo þ; 
G3 | were _ * 
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were ic to be wiſh'd, that ſach perſons eſpecially wonld 
© be followers of God and goodneſs, ſince whether they 
® will or no men wilt be followers of them ; all of 'chem 
according to their reſpe&ive magnitudes, like Stars, 
& caſting a good or bad influence upon their inferiors, 
and nor only ſo, bat oftentimes upon their ſaperiors 
4 t60; as the corrupt bloud in the feet, in the courſe of 
= irs circulation, after ſome time paſſes upwards into the 
© head. 

E* It is'true, an eminent ſtation is liable to ſeveral miſ- 
-- chiefs, from which a mean condition is free ; but the 
* God of order, who has made dignity in place, and 
* affluence of riches neceſſary to, the world, has propor- 
” fion'd his ſupports: and if the incitements to//in do a- 
© bound unto the rich and noble, the grace of God, if they 
® are careful to improve it, will much more abound, both 
” to Gods glory and their own. Thus if the temtations of 
3 great perſons be more,and greater then thoſe of inferi- 
»- ors; their abilities and underſtandings are ordinarily 
© greater r00*:andif they lie more open to the affaulrs 
of the Devil, they have generally greater ſagaciries to 
” foreſee the danger, and more powerful affiſtances to 
go through it. Nor.is Piety inconfiſtent with Great-. 


efs any more then jt is with Policy,but is the beſt foun- 
tion and ſecurity both to the one and the other.The 
wh breed- 
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| breeding of fie at CE Nene: p12 cog buy 
ted much even to.his Religious performances, at leaſt 
ſo far,. as to make them more uſeful and exemplagy.ta! 
others: but then he was fincerely virtuous all the wh 
as well whilſt reputed the Son of Pharob's daughter, * 
as Fethry's Son in-law. _ The Prophet [/aiah was Nowl 
phew toa King, and bred, as is ſuppoſed, in the Court 
whence we may obſerve his ſtyle is more majeſtic 
the other Prophets ; - as that of the great Door of ; 
the Gentiles, who was bred at the feet of Gamalied, is. 
then the other Apoſtles ; God making uſe of the natu- _ 
- ral tempers and educations of men, to be afliſting to, b. 
ſupernataral purpoles. 

We find Ghriſtians in' Ceſar's houſehold as Toon m_ 
any where elſe in Rome; and when Chriſtianity had 
once gain'd Cenſtantine, it ſpread it ſelf farther < ret 'F 
the Empire ina few. years, then before it had dopedn” 
ſome Centuries ; as waters running downwards fared fb 
themſelves freer, then when forced upwards af I. 
nature. Since then ſo much miſchief depends upon Il . 


luſtrious examples, will it not. better become. men my 
draw the multitude after them to heaven, by their pies * 
ty, then by infeftious guilts be at the head of a miſera- 
ble company of the Damn'd ? oy 

Tis this piety, a timely and exemplary piety, 
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wei 6f bitth and fortunes, 'the 
Eftzres too, [a3 well by detiving on 


c—_— ; who is the true fountain of 
me ob ereangan ve and a reverence for them 
If orders 'vf men, even to-many generations; a re- 
ce which will 'be freſh and laſting, when all the 
Wop 5 of wit and _gaity are laid in the duft. Tis this 
3 kat willbe the goide of their youth,and the com- 
etUPtheir age; for length of days are in ber right hand, 
7 ind Wi bor lefe band rithes and honour. Tis this, and this 
ly; thir ean make all outward bleflings' comfortable, 
be indeed bleflings to us, by making them the ſteps 
ſnoons of attaining mito fading honours and 
nfible glories' of that Kingdom which'is a- 
ps where there ſhall be no more fin,” nor fickneſs; 
nor rears, nordeath, -but we ſhall reft from 

tits, and our works ſhall follow as. 
owhich God of his infinite mercy bring us;, for 
ries and for the mediation of -Zeſas Chriſt” out 
ro whom” with the Father and Holy Spirit, 
; aſcribe all Pra wnd Adoration, now and for 
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